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receipt of the intelligence to enter his barge and
seek the consolation of Jane Seymour. At six
o'clock in the morning of the 20th May, when
the headless body of Anne, barely cold, still awaited
sepulture huddled in an old arrow-box in the Church
of St. Peter within the Tower, Jane was secretly
carried by water from her residence to Hampton
Court; and before nine o'clock she had been pri-
vately married to the King/ by virtue of a dis-
pensation issued the day previously by the accom-
modating Cranmer.2 It would seem probable that
the day after the private espousals Jane travelled
to her home in Wiltshire, where she stayed for
several days whilst preparations were being made
in the King's abodes for her reception as Queen:
for all the A's had to be changed to J's in the
royal ciphers, and traces of Anne's former pre-
sence abolished wherever possible. Whether Henry
accompanied his new wife to Wiltshire on this
occasion is not quite certain, though from Sir
John Russell's account it is probable that he did.
In any case the King and his new wife visited
Mercer's Hall, in Cheapside, on the 2Qth May, St.

1 Chapuys to Granvelle, 2Oth May. (Spanish Calendar.)
* The local story that the marriage took place at Wolf Hall, the seat
of the Seymours in Wiltshire, and that a barn now standing on the estate
was the scene of the wedding feast, may be dismissed. That festivities
would take place there in celebration of the wedding is certain; and on
more than one occasion Henry was entertained at Wolf Hall, and probably
feasted in the barn itself; but the royal couple were not there on the
occasion of their marriage. The romantic account given by Nott in his
Life of Surrey, of Henry's waiting with straining ears, either in Epping
Forest or elsewhere in hunting garb, to hear the signal gun announcing
Anne's death before galloping off to be married at Tottenham Church,
near Wolf Hall, is equally unsupported, and, indeed, impossible. Henry's
private marriage undoubtedly took place, as related in the text, at Hampton
Court, and the public ceremony on the $oth May at Whitehall.